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The Genus AAalleomyces

Classifications of bacteria are subjected to frequent changes.
The glanders bacillus is an excellent example of how an organism
may be shifted from one genus to another, from one family to
another, and from one order to another. At the present time the
organism is called Malleomyces mallei
The genus Malleomyces includes the short rods, which some-
times form threads and show a tendency toward branching. They
may be either motile or nonmotile; stain Gram-negative; show a
tendency toward bipolar staining; coagulate milk slowly; may
liquefy gelatin; grow best on blood-serum media. These organisms
are specialized for a parasitic existence on hosts in which they are
capable of producing disease.
Two species are classified in this genus: Malleomyces mallei
causes glanders in the horse and is infectious for man; Malleomyces
pseudomallei produces a glanders-like disease in rats, guinea pigs,
rabbits, swine and man, and has been reported only from India
and Indo-China.
Mal/eomyces (Actinobacillus) mallei
History and Synonyms. Loeffler and Shiitz, in 1882, were the
first to show that equine glanders was caused by an organism which
they termed the glanders bacillus (rotzbacillus). Fliigge called the
organism Bacillus mallei in 1886. It was called Corynebacterium
mallei by Lehmann and Neumann in 1899, Bacterium mallei by
Migula in 1900, and Mycobacterium mallei by Chester in 1901. In
1918, the name Pfeifferelb, mallei was listed by Buchanan, although
it was his intention to call the organism Loefflerella mallei in com-
memoration of the contributions of Loeffler to bacteriology. Pfeij-
ferelh mallei was becoming well established in the literature when
Pacheco, in 1933, concluded that the organism should be called
Brucella mallei. In the same year, Thompson studied cultures of the
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